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BETHLEHEM TODAY                      JANUARY 2016 

A Message from the Pastor 
Dr. Phillip M. Baldwin, Pastor 

Making the new year 
happy 

   Has your New Year been happy?  “Happy New Year” was probably the most common phrase you heard 

during the last month.  I often wonder when we say that, are we simply wishing that a Happy New Year 

would fall down out of the sky, or do we assume some sense of responsibility for making our new year 

happy.  I believe there are some things we can do to make our 2013 happy.   

   First, I believe we can make our new year happy by asking ourselves what really makes us happy.   What 

makes you happy now?  Is it family, faith, money, possessions, or whatever you name to answer that 

question?  As you name those things, ask yourself what do I need to do to get there?  If you say your faith 

for example, then make a plan to draw closer to God.  How? You ask.  The way to achieve goals is the same 

regardless of the goal.  Achieving goals begins with a reasonable plan and achieving goals means there 

must be an expectation of change.  One cannot change a result without changing input.  Another part of 

achieving goals involves sacrifice.  If your goal was easy, it would be done already.  Do not have a goal that 

you do not consider worth the sacrifice.  If you have a goal of losing weight, then do not say I do not want to 

exercise nor cut back on my favorite foods.  A goal without a plan to sacrifice or change is a recipe for 

frustration and disappointment.   Goals often are represented by the acronym SMART.  Goals must be 

Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Timely. If we follow those descriptions of a goal, we can 

make significant steps toward happiness.   One more example before I move on.  If you want more money in 

2013 then you must define what you are going to stop wasting, ones on, and/or define specifically where you 

will get more money from.   Simply saying, "finding a job" is not enough.  Have you started looking for a 

job?  Have you upgraded your skills? Have you started networking?  As you can see, your role in happiness 

is key.  

   The other part that affects our happiness is understanding what we can control and what we cannot 

control.  The Prayer of Serenity begins by asking God for the serenity to accept the things we cannot 

change.  Then asks God to give us the courage to change what we can, and the wisdom to know the 

difference.  When we realize that some things are beyond our control, we then can pray for faith to trust 

God in those things beyond our control.   Sometimes we are unhappy because of things we cannot control 

such as the weather, or more succinctly the attitudes of others.   Discern those things that make you happy 

and what is within your power.   

   January was an awesome month for BBC.  Minister Lamont Sullivan began his work here on staff here at 

BBC as our Youth Director.  In addition, in January we remembered and recognized the life and legacy of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  February too will be an awesome month. On February 24th, the church will 

celebrate its 146th anniversary, with guest speaker Rev. Johnny Goldsmith. Also, on February 23rd will be 

our Vision Builders Rally featuring guest speaker ,Former NFL Football Star, Levon Kirland. 

   Finally, again I say to each of you make your 2013 a good one.  

In His Service, 

  

Dr. Phillip M. Baldwin  
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      IT’S A TEAM EFFORT 

  

As I write this article December 11, 2015,  the Carolina Panthers are 

undefeated.  Their quarterback Cam Newton is an amazing player. In critical 

situations the Panthers want the ball in Cam Newton's  hands. I know some 

fans would love to see Cam Newton run all the plays, but the reality is that if 

Cam Newton ran all the plays, other players could not display their talents, 

the team would not be as successful, and eventually Newton would very likely 

get injured.  

  

Likewise for Bethlehem to be an effective ministry it takes a team 

effort.  Sometimes members can want the Pastor to be at every crisis, function, 

event and service.  They feel slighted if the Pastor is not personally there for 

their particular situation and is there for someone else's.   

  

However, Bethlehem is a team as well.  We have Deacons, Ministers, 

Congregational Care members and church members who care, reaching out to 

others.  These people are amazing and they deserve the opportunity to 

participate.   

 

Also like Newton, if the Pastor runs all the plays, others can't display their 

gifts, the team (Bethlehem) cannot be successful, and eventually the Pastor 

will very likely suffer from physical exhaustion , emotional burnout, or 

spiritual drought from not spending time with God.  So while the critical plays 

may require the Pastor's involvement , the other team members have to be 

involved to make us successful.  So understand when the team is there, we all 

are there.  
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BETHLEHEM TODAY                      JANUARY 2016 

7 things to look for in a Good 
church 

   Has your New Year been happy?  “Happy New Year” was probably the most common phrase you heard 

during the last month.  I often wonder when we say that, are we simply wishing that a Happy New Year 

would fall down out of the sky, or do we assume some sense of responsibility for making our new year 

happy.  I believe there are some things we can do to make our 2013 happy.   

   First, I believe we can make our new year happy by asking ourselves what really makes us happy.   What 

makes you happy now?  Is it family, faith, money, possessions, or whatever you name to answer that 

question?  As you name those things, ask yourself what do I need to do to get there?  If you say your faith 

for example, then make a plan to draw closer to God.  How? You ask.  The way to achieve goals is the same 

regardless of the goal.  Achieving goals begins with a reasonable plan and achieving goals means there 

must be an expectation of change.  One cannot change a result without changing input.  Another part of 

achieving goals involves sacrifice.  If your goal was easy, it would be done already.  Do not have a goal that 

you do not consider worth the sacrifice.  If you have a goal of losing weight, then do not say I do not want to 

exercise nor cut back on my favorite foods.  A goal without a plan to sacrifice or change is a recipe for 

frustration and disappointment.   Goals often are represented by the acronym SMART.  Goals must be 

Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Timely. If we follow those descriptions of a goal, we can 

make significant steps toward happiness.   One more example before I move on.  If you want more money in 

2013 then you must define what you are going to stop wasting, ones on, and/or define specifically where you 

will get more money from.   Simply saying, "finding a job" is not enough.  Have you started looking for a 

job?  Have you upgraded your skills? Have you started networking?  As you can see, your role in happiness 

is key.  

   The other part that affects our happiness is understanding what we can control and what we cannot 

control.  The Prayer of Serenity begins by asking God for the serenity to accept the things we cannot 

change.  Then asks God to give us the courage to change what we can, and the wisdom to know the 

difference.  When we realize that some things are beyond our control, we then can pray for faith to trust 

God in those things beyond our control.   Sometimes we are unhappy because of things we cannot control 

such as the weather, or more succinctly the attitudes of others.   Discern those things that make you happy 

and what is within your power.   

   January was an awesome month for BBC.  Minister Lamont Sullivan began his work here on staff here at 

BBC as our Youth Director.  In addition, in January we remembered and recognized the life and legacy of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  February too will be an awesome month. On February 24th, the church will 

celebrate its 146th anniversary, with guest speaker Rev. Johnny Goldsmith. Also, on February 23rd will be 

our Vision Builders Rally featuring guest speaker ,Former NFL Football Star, Levon Kirland. 

   Finally, again I say to each of you make your 2013 a good one.  

In His Service, 

  

Dr. Phillip M. Baldwin  

Bethlehem is an outstanding church. The article attached is an excerpt that I read that will cause 

you to see where your church stands and to see where you stand as a member. Read it, share it, 

learn from it.- Submitted by: Dr. Phillip M. Baldwin, Pastor  

Seven Things to Look for in a Good Church, from Acts 2:42-47 
Where better to look for guidance on picking a church than the Bible? Specifically, we’ll look at one of the earliest 
accounts of a New Testament community of faith.  
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. Now all who 
believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them 
among all, as anyone had need. 
So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food 
with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to 
the church daily those who were being saved. — Acts 2:42-47 
As you begin your search, be on the lookout for how churches handle the following seven points. If one or 
more are missing, get ready to exercise some discernment in evaluating whether that is a faithful community in 
which you would like to be a member. 
 
1. Believers as Members 
Now all who believed were together. — Acts 2:44 
The local church should be a safe place for the believer and nonbeliever alike to come and hear the good news, 
to taste and see that the Lord is good. The local church should be a place that loves and serves the community 
regardless of whether they profess Christianity or not. 
That said, when we talk about a believing membership in the local church, we’re not talking about the people 
who attend that specific church or are served by its ministries. The people we’re talking about are the covenant 
members of that church. These are the people who have sacrificially, emotionally, financially, and spiritually 
“bought in” to that church and what it’s doing for the kingdom. 
If you encounter a church that welcomes unbelievers as covenant members, a red flag should be raised. The 
membership body of a church is one of the visible fruits of the culture in that community. If the church does not 
value faith in Christ or the authority of Scripture in teaching, then they are straying outside the bounds of what 
would be considered a church by biblical and traditional standards. 
 
2. Qualified Leadership 
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship. — Acts 2:42 
The health of a church is largely dependent on the health of its leadership team. When we talk about evaluating 
someone as a church leader, we’re not talking about something as straightforward as grading a term paper. 
We’re talking about evaluating a human being with all of his or her strengths, weaknesses, quirks, and 
shortcomings. It is a highly subjective task and, to be honest, none of us are qualified to do so; only God knows 
the heart. 
What we can do, however, is get to know the overall leadership in the church and find out a little bit about who 
they are, how they got there, and what they do. Look at some of the aspects of a qualified leader as set forth by 
Paul in 1 Timothy 3. 
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3. Preaching and Teaching 
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship. — Acts 2:42 
It is an undeniable fact that preaching was one of the primary ways in which Jesus did ministry. He was an 
itinerant preacher, traveling the countryside and expounding the Scripture to all who would listen. Jesus not 
only set the example but commanded His disciples to carry on His teaching ministry (Matthew 28:19-20). In so 
doing, Jesus established the Church and appointed the teaching and preaching of the Word as the primary 
means for nurturing and leading believers into spiritual maturity. 
A church that preaches faithfully from the Scriptures may not be perfect, but it will set the stage for healthy and 
vibrant spirituality in its people. 

4. Worship 
They ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. — 
Acts 2:46, 47 
If worship styles in the church were like flavors of ice cream, Baskin-Robbins would be out of business. The 
object of our worship is what matters most. When we worship God rightly, we do so in order to praise 
Him and give Him glory with all of our being (in spirit). He also wants us to do it on His terms and in the light of 
His revelation (in truth), which means we should never stop seeking to know Him as He is revealed in Scripture. 
Find a church that prioritizes worship on His standards alone and you’ll have found a church that will be faithful 
in its worship. 
 
5. Church Unity and Fellowship 
Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and 
divided them among all, as anyone had need. — Acts 2:44, 45 
Ask yourself whether or not you feel welcome in this new community of believers. If you’ve tried to plug in and 
get connected to community but have not been received with the open arms of fellowship, then it may not be 
the place for you. If you are readily welcomed, however, and still don’t feel like you’re at home, it’s time to ask 
some deep personal questions... 
Am I pursuing every available opportunity to get involved?  
Are these people struggling to accept me, or is it the other way around?  
Have I brought some misguided expectations to the table regarding what this new church community should be 
like?  
Am I judging this new group of people on my past experiences or present circumstances?  
Are they speaking difficult truth to me, and is that ruffling my feathers?  
In prayer, do some business with God and earnestly ask Him to reveal to you why this church seems to be 
shutting you down. Be ready to listen and act based on His leading. The result of your obedience will surely be 
His glory and your greatest good. 

6. Holiness 
And awe came upon every soul. — Acts 2:43 
You shall be holy, for [God is] holy. — 1 Peter 1:16 
To believe in God and to pursue His will for our lives means to stop seeing the world as culture defines it and 
to start seeing it as God defines it. That’s what Paul meant when he told believers to stop conforming to the 
patterns of this world and to be transformed by the renewal of their minds (Romans 12:2). A good church will 
exercise strong discernment in this area. They will wisely distinguish between the areas of culture and the 
world with which we should engage and those we should reject outright. A good church will fight to maintain 
the sanctity of its people and to challenge them to live up to the moral standards set forth in Scripture, 
knowing all the while this quest for moral purity and holiness is a messy process done not in search of but in 
response to a grace freely and fully given. Does this mean the members in the church are better than those 
outside its walls? No. 
Does the idea that we are holy, or set apart by God, give us a reason to boast and look down our noses at 
unbelievers? Absolutely not. If a church holds that view of holiness, then you should probably run the other 
way. 
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7. Mission 
And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. — Acts 2:47 
God created the church in order to accomplish His mission in the world. In Ephesians, Paul tells us that in the 
gospel of Christ, God has made known to us His eternal plan to unite all things to Himself (Ephesians 1:10). He 
invites us to be agents in that plan by telling us we were saved by grace so we might go out and do the “good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us” (Ephesians 2:10) and to extend this grace to every person on 
this Earth. A faithful church will take these words seriously and recognize they exist for far more than Sunday 
morning worship services. Here are a few questions to help you figure out where a church lands on this great 
and sacred mission. 
Are they hearers or are they doers? Does this church seek to teach its congregation for the sake of teaching, or 
does it point them to actually go out and do something with that teaching? 
But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. — James 1:22 
Are they on mission? The Bible is pretty clear on a few difficult truths...  
1. We’ve all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 
2.  We’re all dead in our trespasses. 
3. Without God, we’re destined for eternal judgment. That’s the bad news. Thank God there’s also good 
news... 
4. God came in the flesh as Jesus Christ. 
5. Christ died to pay the penalty for all of His people. 
6. Christ rose on the third day to defeat Satan, sin, and death. 
If the church seems willing to serve without spreading the good news, then this might not be the church for 
you. 
Find Yourself a Good Church 
We were not created for isolation. We can’t do this alone. For the good of your eternal, spiritual life, you’ve 
got to find a church to call home. 
Excerpted with permission from Launch Your Life by Kenny Silva, copyright Thomas Nelson.  
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Bethlehem Baptist Church &  
Renovation Church 

Support 
Float Some Hope 

Helping SC Flood Victims  
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Carolyn Bluford 

Karen Brock-McKinney 

Derrick Brown 

Valerie Brown 

Craig & Regina Carrington 

Anthony & Mona Cunningham 

Gerald & Adrienne Davenport 

Timothy & Angela Drummond 

Cynthia Durham 

Tony Griffin 

Georgia Hawkins 
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Matthew & Ann Irby 

Patrick Jack 

Geno & Sonya Jackson 
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Peter & Elaine Mangrum 

Daniel & Kara McKelvey 

Christopher Poole 

EuGenia Webb 

Lillie Williams 

Regina Wynder 

Bronze 

$600 
Diamond 

$5200 + 

Platinum 

$2600 
Gold 

$1800 
Silver 

$1000 

Friends 

$300 

…..And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it – 

Habbakuk 2:2  

As of December 31, 2015 

Brenda Baldwin 

Mary Ann Blakely 

Timothy & Renee Brown 

Prima Burnside 

Lori Clifford 

Wanda Douglas 

Natasha Eaddy- Sherman 

Earl & Valerie Harris 

Reba Ivey 

Christine Mangle 

Janel May 

Marshall & Edyzone McMillam 

Duane & Beverly L. Neal 

Richard & Patricia Pitt 

Christopher Simpson 

Brenda Simms 

Heyward & Malinda Smith 

Judy Steadman 

Cornell Sweeney Jr. 

Ruthia Tolbert 

Ruth Tutt 

Gregory Williams 
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Raymond Griffin 

Vivian Holliday 

Toy Lee & Minnie Kilgore 

Charles & Kathy Mention 

Phillip Baldwin 

Don & Betty McCullough 

Ernest Shiver 

Charles Singley 

Bronze 

$600 
Diamond 

$5200 + 

Platinum 

$2600 
Gold 

$1800 
Silver 

$1000 

Friends 

$300 

…..And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it – 

Habbakuk 2:2  

As of December 31, 2015 

Henry Baldwin 

Wynell Baldwin 

Karen Branch 

Ronnie & Tijuana Brock 

Dunnel & LaRita Brooks 

Horace & Lynn Butler 

Valerie Clinckscales 

Jovan & Jenica Dungee 

Keith Gray 

Brian & Gina Griffin 

George & Yvonne Lloyd 

James Makin 

Dianthius Miles 

Kenneth Concheettia Russell 

Sammie Sims 
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BETHLEHEM  BAPTIST CHURCH 
YOUTH HOLIDAY DAY OF SERVICE 

SPRING PARK ASSISTED LIVING 
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 “My old self has been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.  So I live in this 
earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal 2:20 – NLT)  
  
“What an exciting youth conference we experienced!”  
“What an awesome stack of events and educational topics!”  
“I am exhausted but…I a good way.  I’ve never felt like this before!”   
“Man, I’m fired up.  I can’t wait to tell my friends about this. Having fun in the Lord, ain’t a bad thing.” 
  
Planning and hosting a conference are intended to leave participants fired up about his/her purpose for 
attending.  It is intended to ignite a fire and stir up a thirst for activity or action beyond the event.  Our 
Youth Ministry Leadership team thinks this year’s Summer Youth Conference did just that.   
  
Our mission was three-fold: 1) To provide meaningful, age-appropriate workshop content; 2) To focus on 
putting GOD OVER EVERYTHING when dealing with life matters – both good and the not so good; and 3) 
To minister through S-P-I-C-E (Spiritual*Physical*Intellectual*Communal*Emotional). (And not necessarily 
in that order!)  For our Youth Ministry Leadership team, our planning process was not always easy.  
Change never is.  This year our role was different.  We served as consultants and provided guidance to 
our youth during the planning phase.  Our intent was to provide life lessons that could be used beyond 
this conference planning process.  They learned project management, leadership skills and group 
dynamic.  Like the flight of geese when we fly in formation, sometimes we lead and sometimes we 
follow.  Perhaps most importantly, they taught us as Youth Ministry Leaders in order to bring change and 
to attract and to retain our young flock we must respectfully challenge the status quo.   
  
On June 6th, we started the conference planning with a pool party to help the students unwind from the 
school year and to connect with one another in a positive and relaxing environment. There were nearly 
50 in attendance, and  for the next six-weeks, the planning committee met weekly often times for hours 
on end.   
  
On Thursday, July 16th, we boarded a bus for an overnight trip to Concord, NC.  With about 40 energized 
youth onboard we set out for shopping at Concord Mill Outlets and waterpark fun at Great Wolf Lodge.  
On Friday, July 17th, our evening began with an ice cream social followed by three workshops:  
Drama Queens and BlowUp Kings – Facilitated by Vaneasha Danzy and Jeanecia Meaux-Branch. Middle 
School students learned how to recognize, express, and to manage emotions  
Financial Stewardship – Facilitated by Horace and Tre’ Butler.  High school students learned the 
importance of financial resources through budgeting, saving, tithing, and ministry. 
Race Relations in America – Panel discussion facilitated by Kevin Branch. Middle and High School students 
participated in discussion with Panelists: Members Chris Smith, Katrina Robinson, and Guest Speaker Dr. 
H. Paul Thompson, Jr, Ph.D. 
Following the workshop, our youth attended lock-in at Gravitopia Trampoline Park.  They engaged in an 
evening of fun, food and fellowship.  At 2am, Bro Tim Drummond facilitated a discussion entitled – Stay 
Safe While Stopped.  With the expertise and participation of local law enforcement, our students learned 
what to do if they have an interaction with Law Enforcement.  

BETHLEHEM  
 2015 SUMMER YOUTH CONFERENCE 

 By: Rachel Putman 
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NOW HIRING 

The Helping Hands Ministry would like to thank the Bethlehem Baptist 

Church Family for their generosity in making the 2015 Back to School 

service project a success!  Thank you for your willingness to shop, donate and 

pray for this service project.  As a church we were able to bless a total of 64 

children for the 2015-2016 school year.  47 children were blessed with 

backpacks filled with school supplies from the Alternative Care program 

through DSS and 17 children from our church were blessed with backpacks 

filled with school supplies as well.  Because of all of you, the children will be 

off to a great start because they have the tools to make a successful school 

year. 

  

“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must 

help the weak, remembering the words The Lord Jesus himself said: It is 

more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35 NIV 

 

  

Helping Hands Ministry 

Helping Hands Ministry 
 

2015 Back to School  
Service Project 
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NOW HIRING 

It is indeed more blessed to give than to receive.   Truly that was the sentiment that was 
on display during this holiday season as Helping Hands Ministry were busy working to 
make sure others experienced the spirit of Christmas as well as gifts were delivered to 
Generations Group Home as well as recipients from the community as part of its Annual 
Angel Tree Holiday Project. All were appreciative of their gifts. 
  
Through the generous efforts of Bethlehem members, to include Helping Hands Ministry 
members, 101 children were able to be served this year, which included 80 from the 
community!  What a blessing!  We would like to say a HUGE thank you to all of those 
who supported our efforts this year in being a blessing to others. We ask for your 
continued prayers and support as we move into the upcoming year, that we will continue 
to be the "C" in S.P.I.C.E.,(Spiritual*Physical* Intellectual* Communal* Emotional)  in that 
we will be a blessing in both our family community here at Bethlehem, but also the 
community as a whole.   
  

 

In His Service, 

  

Jeanecia Meaux-Branch 

Helping Hands Ministry 

 

Helping Hands Ministry 
 

2015 Holiday Angel Tree  
Service Project 
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BROTHERLY SISTERLY LOVE  

BY 

DONNIE (DJ) BROOKS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On September 17 1989, God blessed me with an older sister 

Danielle Brittany Brooks. I have also been blessed to grow up and live with 

her. Not everyone is fortunate enough to grow up and experience precious 

moments with their siblings.  My older sister, Danielle and I have a great 

bond that has been genuine since I can remember. Just like any other little 

brother, I was that annoying little brother who would get on his older sister’s 

nerve. Despite me being that annoying little brother still to this day, I do not 

remember Danielle ever calling me out of my name or degrading me. Our 

parents always preached that Danielle and I get along and look after each 

other and always respect each other. My sister and I are 5 years apart which 

explains why we did not see each other much other than at home or at 

church. My sister attended the Governor’s School located in downtown 

Greenville for Performing Arts in the 11th grade, which required her to stay 

on campus. This was a transition not only for my sister but also for myself. 

Not having my older sister at home was different for me. Now I was the only 

child, it seemed like at times and very often I missed my big sister.  

18 



Our Dreams As a Child 

 At a young age Danielle and I knew exactly what we wanted to 

do or be when we grew up. Danielle loved acting and performing, growing up 

she was heavily involved in church plays and having dance recitals. She 

began to develop that love for performing and wanting to be an actor at the 

age of 14/15. One thing I learned from my sister is that if you want something 

bad enough you have to be willing to put your all in to it and take it serious. 

Danielle did just that, in the 11th grade Danielle had to sacrifice being away 

from family and friends by switching from Hillcrest High to the Governor’s 

school. This was a big and courageous move for her and it showed how 

serious she was about her future. Me on the other hand wanted to and still 

want to play basketball at a Division 1 college and in the NBA. Around the 

age of 6 I developed a love for playing basketball and in middle school I took 

that dream serious. My father instilled the characteristic of hard work in me 

at a young age. He would take me to the gym almost every day to get up a 

couple hundred shots before basketball practice and even before school. There 

were times when I would cry because I would not want to be there but my 

father did not care. I will never forget he would always tell me to be 

“mentally tough.” I am so thankful my father did not just let me stop working 

out because I wanted to. But instead used that moment to teach me a life 

lesson. That life lesson is that anything you want in life is not just going to be 

given to you but instead you have to work for. 

A Blessing In Disguise 

 Things have not always been on the sunny side for Danielle and 

I. We have had to go through some trials and tribulations that have 

ultimately brought us closer to God and one another. God has a way of 

putting obstacles in our life so that we may become humbled and dependent 

on God. I like to call them “blessings in disguise” because we as humans don’t 

realize it but God is saving our lives. A lot of things happen to us personally 

behind closed doors that others do not see or know about. With out a doubt 

our faith in God guides us through. For Danielle, I could remember there was 

a tough time for her right after college. She just graduated from Juilliard, 

which is very impressive and rare, but for a moment in Danielle’s life that 

diploma had no significance. She would go to auditions after auditions 

searching for her chance but still God had not opened a door her yet. But 

instead was preparing her for greater. I know this was a very tough time for 

her and she needed to rely on God. Sure enough God stepped in right on time 

and rewarded Danielle for her faithfulness. Me on the other hand, I am going 

through my tribulation right now. It is not easy but “with God all things are 

possible.” – Matthew 19:26 

 I just want to let whoever is reading this know that your living is 

not in vain and God has a purpose for your life. Just do not GIVE UP! Just 

continue to stay grounded in Jesus and know that all your help comes from 

God above. 

 - God bless  19 



BETHLEHEM GOES TO BROADWAY 
 By Sis. Shelby P. Sweeney 

 
“I was hoping somebody would come,” said Danielle Brooks when she found out she was chosen for the 

role of Sophia in the Color Purple. Bethlehem did indeed come to Broadway. About 100 people went by 

bus, plane, car, train and even former members in the New York area showed up. Danielle was 

overcome with emotion on Friday November 13 when she and the cast members greeted us after the 

play.  

The play is magnificent. The cast is so talented, everyone could be a headliner. It was a pleasure seeing 

Jennifer Hudson and Cynthia Erivo, but Danielle was the star of the show to all of us, and we let her 

know that the moment she stepped on stage. 

  

All of the support and encouragement she received growing up from her family and friends has come 

to fruition. She is a natural on stage. Doing the Color Purple and filming Orange is the New Black at 

the same time cannot be easy. Danielle has God and youth on her side.  

 

The experience was filled with many first for some of those who went to New York.  First in time New 

York City, first time flying, first time seeing a play on Broadway and first time experiencing the 

subway. We returned home with good memories and a lot of laughs.  

 

If you weren’t able to go to New York when we went it is not too late. The Color Purple with its present 

cast will continue to perform at the Bernard B Jacobs theatre until March. It is well worth the trip.  

 

To our youth at Bethlehem, you do not have to go to New York to be a success. All you need to do is 

take the talent and passion that God has given you along with the lessons you have been taught at 

home and church and be the best you can be. That is success. 

  

So what’s next for Danielle Brooks? I hope to see her in a strong role on the big screen. Until then, 

coming home for a visit will be good enough.  
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BETHLEHEM TODAY                      JANUARY 2016 

In His Service, 

  

Dr. Phillip M. Baldwin  

A Taste of Sunday School  

Our table message - Single Adults "Savoring The Word" - was 
set up with a collage of happy, at-peace, productive singles 
whose purpose in life is to be the best Christian singles they 
possibly can!  Place settings denoted each teacher's unique 
teaching style:  Willie/focus on The Word; Rufus/focus on Real 
World Application; Christopher/focus on The Word w/humor 
interspersed!  Sunday School books, class lessons, activity 
sheets, and candies finished off our table display.  Also, it 
appeared that the breakfast casserole we contributed was a 
big hit as well! 
  We signed up two (2) new potential members and word-of-
mouth may bring in more.  If you stopped by, thanks for 
supporting us... if you couldn't, we missed you!  
 
 Best,  
Rufus Perry 
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CHRISTMAS CANTATA 2015 
  On Sunday, December 20, 2015, Bethlehem Baptist Church presented its biennial 
Christmas Cantata.  The Christmas Cantata featured seasonal selections by the BBC 
Cantata Adult Mass Choir, under the director of our Minister of Music, Bro. Tony Griffin, 
along with the Cantata Instrumental Ensemble, also under the director of Bro. Griffin. The 
Cantata Adult Mass Choir consisted of various members of Bethlehem Baptist Church and 
the Cantata Instrumental Ensemble consisted of BBC Members and friends.  Two guest 
soloists were the first Spiritfest Legends Winner, soloist and recording artist, Min. 
Kimberly Hudgens Epps and, Bethlehem's very own, Min. Dexter Cason, who is a Spiritfest 
Legends runner-up and recording artist.  
     The Christmas Cantata Mistress of Ceremony was Bethlehem's former member, the 
dynamic Sis. Leona Forrest-Dinkins.  Sis. Dinkins, in her usual form, was very entertaining 
and delightful as she added her special commentary and kept the program lively and 
moving.   
     The Cantata Children's Mass Choir, under the direction of Sis. Monica Jenkins, 
presented seasonal songs, along with wonderful costumes that enhanced their 
presentations.  They were one of the many highlights of the evening.   
     Other features on the Christmas Cantata were the Bethlehem Dance Ministry who 
participated in the opening production number, along with their individual presentation, 
"Mary Did You Know", performed by Celo Green..  Bethlehem was also fortunate to have 
members of the JL Mann High School Drumline, featuring one of our very own, Bro. Caleb 
Neal.  This was a new addition to the Christmas Cantata and they added a special touch 
with their percussive sounds.   
     The Heavenly Horns, led by Bro. Dean Redmond, made an appearance with the 
seasonal selection, "This Christmas".  Another new feature this year was the Wham Lights 
Show on the mobile phones displayed in conjunction to the Instrumental Ensemble's "God 
In Me" selection.  This hit allowed the audience to participate in the Cantata with the light 
display.   
     There were congregational selections and some of the traditions of the Christmas 
Cantata such as "The Twelve Days of Christmas".  The musical accompaniment was 
presented by the BBC musicians, along with a guest accompanist, Sis. Velita Jones.  The 
Audio Visual Ministry, led by Bro. Curtis Jenkins, was a major part of the presentation with 
their sound and light presentations.   
     The Cantata closed with the tradition, "Let There Be Peace on Earth" featuring a slide 
production of many of the tragic events that have occurred in our nation such as the Paris 
Bombing, the Charleston 9 Shooting, the Sandy Hook School Shooting, Trayvon Martin 
Shooting and much more.  This year's Cantata was dedicated to the memory of Dea. Clyde 
Moore and Dea. James Brown.  
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MINISTER LAMONT SULLIVAN INDUCTED 

INTO THE TRAVELERS REST ATHLETIC HALL 

OF FAME 

TRAVELERS REST – Mike Burns, Lamont Sullivan and Brett Youngblood will be inducted 

into the Travelers Rest High School Athletic Hall of Fame Tuesday between the Devildogs' 

girls and boys basketball games against Greer. Sullivan (1994) was a running back on the 

Devildogs' football team, earning two varsity letters under Jack Anderson. As a senior in 

1993, he was a captain and the team's Most Valuable Offensive Back. 

In basketball, Sullivan was a letter winner and a member of Harvey Choplin's Foothills 

AAA Region championship team of 1994 and the recipient of that year's Coaches Award for 

outstanding character and dedication. 

  

Sullivan earned four letters in track while competing in the 400 meters, 4x400 relay, 4x100 

relay, 300-meter intermediate hurdles, long jump, high jump and triple jump. As a senior, 

he was all-conference in the 4x100 relay, high jump and 300 hurdles and all-county in the 

long jump, high jump and 300 hurdles. He was an Upper State qualifier in the 4x100 relay, 

300-meter intermediate hurdles and high jump. 

Upon graduation, Sullivan played football for North Greenville University and after a 

career-ending injury, he served as student assistant coach and later as wide receivers and 

special teams coach. He helped establish the NGU Athletic Ministries in 1999 and is 

currently a youth pastor and the Program Director for Big Brothers Big Sisters of the 

Upstate. 

                                                                                                        Source: The Greenville News 
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BBC HOMECOMING AT  

DISCOVERY ISLAND 

AUGUST 9, 2015  
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Bethlehem Baptist Church &  
Renovation Church 

Hallelujah Night 
October 30, 2015 
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FEBRUARY 2016  
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4 HARRISON BRIDGE ROAD 

SIMPSONVILLE, SC 29681 
 

DR. PHILLIP M. BALDWIN, PASTOR 

TELEPHONE: 864.963.3527 

EMAIL: BBC@BBC1867.ORG 

WEBSITE: WWW.BBC1867.ORG 
A ‘WHOLISTIC’ MINISTRY MEETING THE SPIRITUAL, 

PHYSICAL, INTELLECTUAL, COMMUNAL & EMOTIONAL NEEDS 
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